Turning learning into action
Using IIPCIC as a tool in fighting transnational organized IP crime:
A case study of Windhoek, Namibia
by Detective Chief Inspector R. Sandema, Head of Anti-Money Laundering and Asset Forfeiture SubDivision, Namibia Police Force.
‘Were you able to use something you learned from IIPCIC to achieve a concrete, positive result?’

Operation ETOSHA - targeting illicit trade
Namibia shares borders with Angola to the north, Zambia to the north east, Botswana to the east, South
Africa to the south and the vast Atlantic Ocean to the west. The significance of Namibia’s geographical
position is that illicit goods have many countries and channels by which to reach the Namibian market.
In June 2013, the Namibian Police Force organized a preparatory workshop in Windhoek, Namibia,
which focused on the strategies to be employed in the upcoming Operation ETOSHA – an INTERPOLcoordinated operation targeting illicit trade. During the workshop, Detective Chief Inspector Sandema
shared knowledge gained from the International IP Crime Investigators College (IPCIC) course with
stakeholders from Police, Customs, the Judiciary, IP-concerned groups and brand representatives.
As a result of Operation ETOSHA, N$ 12 million worth of fake goods were seized and a number of
individuals arrested. The success was widely reported in Namibian and international media:
“Operation Etosha in Namibia resulted in the seizure of 200,000
illicit or counterfeit items including clothing, perfume, alcohol,

cigarettes, mobile telephones and toys worth more than USD 4 million,
and some 90 individuals including 31 illegal immigrants were arrested.
A machine used to erase and change the expiration date on food
containers, which could lead unsuspecting members of the public to
unknowingly consume potentially dangerous products, was also
recovered.”
INTERPOL Media Release, 18th July 2013, http://www.interpol.int/News-and-media/News/2013/PR085.

As well as raising awareness amongst the public of the consequences involved in the trading of illicit
goods, Operation ETOSHA highlighted the links between illicit trade and other types of criminality:
“An investigation into suspected money laundering was opened
following the seizure of more than USD 300,000 in cash, in addition to a
second investigation into a case of corruption and bribery.”
INTERPOL Media Release, 18th July 2013, http://www.interpol.int/News-and-media/News/2013/PR085.

Following a similar series of raids by the Namibian Police Force, a number of shopping outlets found to
be selling counterfeit goods were closed. Namibian Police also seized containers of oil that had been
smuggled from the Angolan towns of Ondijiva and Santa Clara into Namibia.
Detective Chief Inspector Sandema accredited the success of Operation ETOSHA to prior training,
strategic planning and teamwork.
In addition, Detective Chief Inspector Sandema recognized that the knowledge gained from the
International IP Crime Investigators College (IIPCIC) modules helped shape the general attitudes towards
the policing of counterfeiting and piracy.

2

